Urban Prep enters chartered waters 

All-male school fields frosh team in debut season 

October 1, 2006

BY TINA AKOURIS Staff Reporter 

Tim King was nervous. King, the founder and president of Urban Prep, the newest charter high school in the Chicago Public League, was standing on the sideline at Lindblom Park at 60th and Damen watching the first football game of the first-year school. Standing next to King was former Vocational, Notre Dame and Bears standout Chris Zorich, who is on the board of directors at the school. 

The Lions' freshman team lost to Harper's freshmen 12-0. 

Despite the nerves and the loss, King and Zorich were proud. 

''I was impressed with the people who came out,'' Zorich said. ''With parents and guardians on the sidelines, we had about 100 people. Some games my senior year [at Vocational] didn't have that many people show up.''<P

Urban Prep, which has only freshmen, has five more games on Saturdays at Lindblom Park, where it also practices. The Lions have to haggle for practice time with youth leagues and Lindblom High School's teams. 

CHARTER FOOTBALL

There are 22 charter schools in the Chicago Public League. Seven of them offer football. The list: 

Varsity teams 
Noble Street
Du Sable Charter 

Sophomore teams 
Austin Career 
Chicago Academy 
Little Village 

Freshman 
Austin Career 
ACT Charter 
Urban Prep 

Source: Public League 
''We're trying to find places to keep equipment, and we don't have a locker room,'' said Ben Blakeley, the head football coach and vice president of student programs at the school. ''There are some inconveniences, but the young men have adjusted well.'' 

Urban Prep is an all-boys charter high school with an enrollment of about 160. The school is temporarily located on the third floor of Lindblom, but Urban Prep will move to its permanent home next year at Englewood High School. 

The school will offer football, track, basketball and baseball. Blakeley said those sports were chosen based on a survey taken by incoming students. 

Zorich said it was important to get football started as soon as possible so parents and people in the community would know Urban Prep exists. 

''We wantefootball to be fully ready for the fall because we wanted that support,'' Zorich said. ''We wanted parents to get excited about Urban Prep now. And we want to offer as many opportunities as we can.'' 

Despite his stellar football background, Zorich has opted not to coach, but instead provide moral support on the sideline and as a board member. 

''I enjoy watching football more as a fan than as a coach,'' Zorich said. 

Blakeley said that as more students enroll, more sports might be added. 

''I had a few students say they were interested in swimming,'' said Ronald Bryant, Urban Prep's defensive coordinator and a dean of students. ''So if we get seven guys, we'll field a swim team.'' 

According to the Chicago Public Schools Web site, charter schools are approved by the Board of Education and are open to all Chicago students. They are operated independently of each other. 

Schools such as Urban Prep have classes and activities, a school calendar and class schedules that are different from those at other schools in the CPS system. Charter schools also are operated by independent groups, such as community organizations and private foundations, instead of directly by the CPS. 

''The biggest difference is that we're the only public all-boys charter school,'' said King, who was president at Hales Franciscan for five years. ''We're going to stick with our students throughout college and provide ongoing support. And we are a language arts-focused school. Our students take the equivalent of eight years of English in four years.'' 

A unique feature of Urban Prep is its extended school day, during which students attend classes from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Students also are required to take two extracurricular activities per year. 

All of Urban Prep's sports are within the Chicago Public League. 

Blakeley has 60 freshmen on the team, some of whom never have played football and others who started as young as 8 years old. 

Football is one of the toughest programs to start in the city, Blakeley said, because the number of kids who come out to play is so low. Schools with new football programs usually can't field freshman, sophomore and varsity football teams. 

''The exciting thing is the amount of young men that have participated in football,'' Bryant said. ''We have 60 guys, and that's unheard of. CPS teams don't have a lot of numbers.'' 

Lovell Stewart, Javon Cooper and Justin Bryant-Warner entered Urban Prep with youth-football experience. 

''I've been playing for three years, so I had a football background,'' said Stewart, a quarterback. ''I want to make history. I have friends from the old neighborhood [on the team], and we know each other's background.'' 

Cooper, a running back, has been playing since he was 8. He said some players look up to him because of his experience. It has enriched his time so far at Urban Prep. 

''I have had to learn how to control myself, and I have to ignore [comments from others],'' Cooper said. ''Saturday, for our first time playing, I felt we did good. I broke a lot of tackles, and I had good opportunities.'' 

Bryant-Warner, a linebacker, started playing football in Pop Warner leagues when he was 10. 

''I was very happy, and everyone gave it a great effort,'' Bryant-Warner said. ''It's like [the school] has been setting this up for years.'' 

takouris@suntimes.com 

	Englewood charter school celebrates opening

by Mema Ayi, Chicago Defender
September 6, 2006

In new blazers, the inaugural class of the Urban Prep Charter Academy for Young Men, Englewood Campus began the school year just as they entered the summer - by walking across the stage to thunderous applause.
 
For students at the new charter school, the blazers is a part of their uniform, a public acknowledgement of their willingness to meet the expectations the school's administration has set for them.
 
In their temporary home at the Lindbloom Academy for Math and Science, 150 young Black men will begin their journey through high school as Chicago Public Schools' first single-gender school. 
 
Some of the young men from the Urban Prep Charter Academy for Young Men listen to the speakers of the evening. Defender/Worsom Robinson

 
The school, which next school year will move into its home at Englewood High School, is meant to give young Black men the educational support many are unable to find in other schools. At Urban Prep, students are to believe in their potential and strive to create a society that believes in them, said Tim King, Urban Prep founder and CEO.
 
"We saw there was a problem and we resolve to be part of the solution," King said during Tuesday's opening convocation program. "Today we are celebrating the end of a beginning because we know the success tomorrow will bring."
 
Urban Prep was founded by a group of Black education, business and civic leaders to provide a comprehensive, high-quality college preparatory education to young men that encourages its students to succeed in college. 

  Share your thoughts
on this story on the ChicagoDefender.com message board.

 
Young Black men, King added, lack the education they need to succeed and are often denied the chances of their peers. African American boys tent to under-perform when compared to other students - including Black girls.
 
Newly appointed president of the Chicago Board of Education, Rufus Williams, who served as keynote speaker at Tuesday's ceremony, said the school's opening marks endless possibilities for Urban Prep's students.
 
"We're closing the achievement gap. Let us have a moment of silence for low expectations because they're over and they're dead," Williams said. "I believe these students will shatter negative stereotypes often applied to our youth - particularly African American youth."
 
The chance to put an end to negative stereotypes and challenge society's view of Black men is what drew Robert Lee Henderson III to the school.
 
When Urban Prep recruiters came to his Englewood grammar school, Henderson said the speech was like a challenge to him.
 
"Many people think African American males cannot succeed and that most African American males will go to jail," Henderson said. "But I will accept this challenge and make people see something different. I'm looking forward to the future."
 
He was just one of many students who jumped at the opportunity to attend the school, King said.
 
"I always thought we'd have to convince parents to send their sons. I thought we'd have to convince students, but we didn't have to do that either. We found they were eager for this opportunity and believed this was the right choice," King said.
 
CPS CEO Arne Duncan said he has high hopes for the model.
 
"I'd like to do many more if we could," he said.
 
Williams said he hopes Urban Prep will help CPS understand how Black male students are falling behind their peers.
 
"We are truly working to understand why they are not achieving at the level of other students. We want to focus on them and really understand what works best for them so we can close the achievement gap," Williams said.
 
King said he expects the school to show how Black male students can become achievers.
 
But a new school with an innovative focus isn't all it will take for Urban Prep's students to succeed, Williams said.
 
"What will make you succeed is you," Williams told the young men. "Do not listen to the whispers of doubt. I challenge you to defy expectations. Each of you should decide which one of you will run which part of the world."
 
King stressed how important each student's success is to the school.
 
"Gentlemen, you have a lot resting on your shoulders. Man up. Carry it with pride and please believe," King said. 
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NEW FEATURE: Chicago Defender launches Chicago Defender News Video.

NEW WEB FEATURE!






The Chicago Defender becomes the first Black news source in the nation to launch a video podcast. The first Chicago Defender Inside Black America Video Podcast features Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.

CONRAD WORRILL






Ken Bridges is a deep thinker, a brilliant organizer who had committed his life to the liberation of Black people.

Chicago Defender Inside Black America Podcast






What's on the mind of Oprah Winfrey, Michael Eric Dyson, Minister Louis Farrakhan, Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr., Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, and authors Robin Stone and Lyah Beth LeFlore? Click here to listen!



	
	


